USA (RETMA) Tube Numbering System

First number: filament voltage 

0
Cold cathode (i.e. voltage regulator tube). 

1
0.1 - 2.0 

2
2.1 - 2.9 

3
3.0 - 3.9 

N
n.0 - n.9 

Letter or letters: sequence code 

One or two letters.  When the single character codes were used up, double character codes were introduced. 

Note that U - Z as the only character or last character, are generally (but not always) used for rectifiers 

Final number: Element count 

The number of elements in the tube, the filament counting as 1.  For example, the 6SN7 has two cathodes, two grids, two plates, and a filament. 

Additional letters: 

	A
	Controlled heater warm-up time, although can also be used to denote increased ratings or performance over and above the non-A model.

	B
	Improved ratings/performance

	C
	Ditto

	G
	Glass bulb

	GT
	Glass tubular

	W
	Ruggedized version

	X
	Low loss ceramic base

	Y
	Low loss phenolic base


Examples: 

	6
	SN
	7
	GT
	

	6
	
	
	
	Filament rating is between 6.0 - 6.9V

	
	SN
	
	
	SN=sequence code

	
	
	7
	
	7 elements

	
	
	
	GT
	glass tubular envelope


	6
	V
	6
	GT
	Y
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	Filament rating is between 6.0 - 6.9V

	
	V
	
	
	
	V=sequence code

	
	
	6
	
	
	6 elements

	
	
	
	GT
	
	glass tubular envelope

	
	
	
	
	Y
	low loss phenolic base


Examples of common Jukebox Tubes

	12
	AY
	7
	

	12
	
	
	Filament rating is between 12.0 - 12.9V

	
	AY
	
	AY=sequence code

	
	
	7
	7 elements


	5
	U
	4
	G
	B
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	Filament rating is between 5.0 - 5.9V

	
	U
	
	
	
	U=sequence code [In this case it is a rectifier tube]

	
	
	4
	
	
	4 elements

	
	
	
	G
	
	Glass Bulb

	
	
	
	
	B
	Improved ratings/performance


	6
	EU
	7
	

	6
	
	
	Filament rating is between 6.0 - 6.9V

	
	EU
	
	EU=sequence code

	
	
	7
	7 elements


	6
	L
	6
	G
	C
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	Filament rating is between 6.0 - 6.9V

	
	L
	
	
	
	L=sequence code

	
	
	6
	
	
	6 elements

	
	
	
	G
	
	Glass Bulb

	
	
	
	
	C
	Ditto


	6
	X
	4
	

	6
	
	
	Filament rating is between 6.0 - 6.9V

	
	X
	
	X=sequence code

	
	
	4
	4 elements


	12
	BH
	7
	A
	

	12
	
	
	
	Filament rating is between 12.0 - 12.9V

	
	BH
	
	
	BH=sequence code

	
	
	7
	
	7 elements

	
	
	
	A
	Controlled heater warm-up time
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